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Welcome again to North Sydney Oval. 


We have another big test this week at home to 
Melbourne Knights. Our visitors have been one 
of the surprise packets of the league and 
continued their recent good form with another 
home win over Sydney United last week. 


For our part, we fully deserved our hard earned 
point away to Adelaide City Force. The South 
Australians have confounded their critics to be 
firmly entrenched in the top four after 10 rounds, 
so a draw in the stifling heat of Adelaide is to be 
considered a reasonable weekend's work. 


A big congratulations on behalf of Northern Spirit 
FC to our youth internationals. All four of them, 
Jonathan Richter, Matt Osman, Alex Wilkinson 
(Australia) and Brent Fisher (New Zealand) fully 
deserve their success and we are proud to have 
them in our squad. We will miss their energy 
during the month of December, but everyone at 
the club wishes them every success in their 
international careers. 


On the subject of success, what about John 
Hutchinson? John is one of the unsung heroes in 
the Spirit squad but within the camp his efforts 
don't go unnoticed. It was no surprise that it was 


he who popped up last weekend to earn us a 
point in the dying minutes. His efforts don't 
always get the praise they deserve but he has 
been one of the standout players in the Spirit 
colours this season. 


The performances of players like John 
Hutchinson and the selection of our four youth 
internationals place the club in good stead for the 
future. With your continued support these 
players will develop into the nucleus of a squad 
that can achieve great things over the next 
few seasons, 


We go into tonight's match against Melbourne 
with something positive to build on after last 
week. The boys continue to play attractive, 
attacking football and with our fair share of luck 
we will turn another good performance into 
three points. 


Antonio Gelonesi 
Chairman 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


Friday 29th November 
GATES OPEN AT 5.30PM - KICK OFF AT 7.30PM 


www.northernspirit.com.au 


View From The Top 
By Lawrie McKinna 


We went into our game against Adelaide City 
Force as far and away the underdogs with them 
sitting third and us in a lowly 12th spot. But if 
nothing else football can be a great leveler. 


Alex Tobin, harshly for mine, was adjudged to 
have brought down a Force player inside the box 
on 72-minutes and Valkanis stepped up to take 
the spot-kick, Paul Henderson made a fantastic 
save and although we went behind nine minutes 
later, we never gave up. 


| have to say that the commitment, courage and 
determination of the side has been a highlight for 
me so far and when ‘Hutch’ netted the equaliser 
in the final minute it was nothing more than we 
deserved. It showed that no longer will Northern 
Spirit lay down in games but keep on going until 
the final whistle. That's the sort of commitment 
| want to see. 


Not many teams go to Adelaide and come away 
with anything so it was a good result for us, 
especially after the way things have been going 
for us in recent games. That is now in the past 
and we must concentrate on_ tonight's 
opponents — Melbourne Knights. 


They have shown, as always, they are also a 
team that will give everything for the points until 
the last second, so tonight should see an action 
packed game. 


| expect a tough game, but when don't |? | also 
expect that we will concentrate on our own 
performance more than worry about theirs. We 
have to ensure a strong first-half performance 
and avoid giving away any early goals as we have 
in past games, even if that has been down to bad 
fortune or whatever. 


I've said before that | feel we will be better in the 
second-half of the season and that is fast 
approaching. With a little luck on our side we 
would have been in a far better position than at 
present but we have to make our own luck. If we 
continue to play the way we have I’m sure 
results will come more regularly. 


This season has been a very steep learning curve 
for many of our younger players and they've 
performed creditably. They have had much to 
learn and little time to do so and talk of a Top Six 
position would have created further pressure 


they do not need. While that remains a 
possibility, we'll worry about playing good 
attacking football for the remainder of 2002/2003 
and see where it takes us. 


Thanks for your support, it has been 
tremendous. 


The Spirit Youth - Gary McGinnis 


Our youth squad had a bye last week and this 
afforded us the luxury of ‘taking stock’ of where 
we are. Currently we sit mid-table in the league 
with probably the best defensive record 
throughout the whole division. As a team we are 
very strong in depth in the midfield and 
defensive departments. Where we have 
struggled is transferring that strength into goals. 
Both the first team and youth squad will soon 
convert our dominance in midfield into goals. It's 
noticeable that our midfield players are 
becoming more prominent at getting their 
names on the score sheet. 


Tonight's game sees us compete against the 
cream of young talent at the Australian Institute 
of Sport. I've had the pleasure to work with 
coaches Steve O'Connor and Ray Junna in the 
past and can only admire their ability to nurture 
these fine athletes. Indeed ‘Spirit’ has ex-A.1.S. 
players in our ranks with young first teamer Jonti 
Richter and youth player Sean Walsh likely to 
feature in the two games tonight. Whilst on that 
theme, young Spirit recruits Nathan Hughes and 
Erik Paartalu are two contenders for places at the 
next A.I.S. intake this week. The two sixteen year 
olds will complete their trial today and will be 
informed soon of any success. 


We wish them well. 


Welcome to Spirit! 
A solid away point for the boys against 
Adelaide City last week gives them some 
momentum leading up to this vital clash with 
Melbourne Knights. 


It's good to see you here tonight, enjoying the 
warm weather and some entertaining football. 
Spirit have impressed me this year because 
they've stuck to their guns and played an 
attacking style. 


Sometimes when things aren't going as planned, 
coaches can clamp up and turn defensive, but 
Lawrie has given his players the freedom to 
express themselves. 


The young players have impressed people 
further afield as well, with four players selected 
to represent their countries in the upcoming 
World Youth Cup qualifiers. 


Before the game against Olympic, | wrote about 
the amazing run of tiny Basel in the UEFA 
Champions League. The fairy tale continues and 
with Scott Chipperfield and Ivan Ergic among 
their squad, the Swiss giant killers disposed of 
English giants Liverpool last week to progress to 
the second stage of Europe's most prestigious 
club competition. 


There's been plenty of talk about the prospect of 
European based players investing in the 
domestic competition. While it might sound like 
a good idea, | think we need to be confident of 
the direction of the league before we start 
asking our best players to stick their hands in 
their pockets. 


It's frustrating to see that the running of the 
game still attracts more media attention than the 
playing of it but it's encouraging to see that no 
matter what the problems in the administration 
of the code, Australian soccer keeps on churning 
out great youth talent. 


Spirit are one team who typify the quality of our 
youth stocks. So get behind the boys tonight as 
they do battle with the Melbourne Knights. 


Craig Foster 
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Our Visitors Tonight 


Tonight we entertain the Melbourne Knights in 
what is certain to be an entertaining and thrilling 
match for the fans. 


Spirit has an excellent record against the Knights 
but honours are even at North Sydney Oval with 
2-wins apiece from the four matches played 
here. The full record reads: P8 W4 D2 L2 F16 
A15 with the following legend for matches here: 
P4 W2 DO L2 F9 A10. 


This tells us that obviously more goals are scored 
per game in Sydney than in Melbourne and we 
can probably expect that to continue tonight. 
Also, as there has never been a drawn result 
here we can probably rule that out as both sides 
go for the win. The Knights currently sit 5th in 
the table whilst we languish near the bottom in 
12th, but this has never been a consideration in 
matches between the two clubs. 


Uruguayan Import Gustavo Biscayzacu (# 24) 
found the net from the spot in his debut match 
for the visitors last weekend as the Knights 
fought out a hard earned 3-2 win against Sydney 
United, who had two players sent-off during the 
game, and is another new name and face for 
Spirit fans to get an early glimpse of. 


No stranger to the home support is Adrian 
Cervinski (# 17) who also netted in that game to 
record his first strike of the season, but top 
scorer for the visitors at this stage is Anthony 
Pelikan (# 19) with six in nine games. 


Of course, the Knights player/coach is Andrew 
‘Stabber" Marth (# 6) who leads by example, 
although he missed the United game. Marth has 
played some 371 NSL games and scored 64 
times in a distinguished career that saw him 
captain the Knights to back-to-back titles in 94/95 
and 95/96. He also played 20-times for 
Socceroos and found the net on one occasion. 


Steve Horvat (# 5) is the captain and his career 
has seen many milestones. Australian 
Schoolboy 1987, AIS 87-89, represented Australia 
at U16 level in the World Youth Championships 
1987 and at the U20 two years later. He also 
took part in the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games and 
has played for the Socceroos over 30-times, 
including as the captain at the AFC/OFC 
Challenge Cup in 2001 and Oceania Nations Cup 
in 2002. Needless to say he has the odd bit 
of experience. 
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NORTHERN SPIRIT 
PLAYER 


Lupce Acevski 
Julian Watts 
Simon Bell 

oel Spencer 
Alex Tobin 

Robbie Trajkovski 
Andrew McDermott 
an Ferguson 
Adam Kwasnik 
Dylan Macallister 
Troy Cranney 
John Hutchinson 
Michael Cartwright 
Vuko Tomasevic 
Brent Fisher 
Hamilton Thorp 
Alex Wilkinson 
Jeremy Seales 
Paul Henderson 
Sean Walsh 
Matthew Osman 
Steven Baveas 
Mitchell Prentice 
Marcus Phillips 
Aaron Burgess 
Jonathan Richter 
Matthew Hunter 
Jacob Rex 

Adam Foti 

Russell Woodruffe 


POSITION 


Goalkeeper 
Defender 
Defender 
idfield 
Defender 
idfie 
Midfie 
idfie 
Striker 
Striker 
idfie 
idfie 
Defender 
idfield 
Striker 
Striker 
Defender 
Defender 
keeper 
idfield 
efender 
ield 
ield 
ield 
riker 
idfield 
efender 
oalkeeper 
riker 


riker 


14/11/77 
17/03/71 
21/10/78 
26/07/77 
03/11/65 
24/07/72 
24/03/77 
15/03/67 
31/05/83 
17/05/82 
09/02/72 
29/12/79 
03/08/79 
13/05/80 
06/07/83 
21/08/73 
13/08/84 
17/02/76 
22/04/76 
14/02/84 
29/07/83 
07/04/84 
02/03/83 
17/10/73 
10/11/78 
12/04/83 
29/04/84 
04/10/84 
20/02/84 
08/11/85 
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MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


PLAYER 


Martin John 
Daniel Piorkowski 
Rodrigo Vargas 
Antun Kovacic 
Steve Horvat 
Andrew Marth 
Daniel Vasilevski 
Daniel Rocco 
Leon Buhic 

ikola Sabljak 
Xhezair Sulemani 
syan Erdogan 
van Jolic 
Boris Ovcin 
Daniel Debevc 
Bill Natsioulas 
Adrian Cervinski 
Henry Fa'Arodo 
Anthony Pelikan 
Adam Hrehoresin 
Serkan Oksuz 
Vinko Buljubasic 
Ljubo Lapasansky 


POSITION 


Goalkeeper 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender/Midfield 
idfield 
idfield 


d 
ield/Striker 
idfield 
efender/Midfield 
idfield 
Striker 
iefie 
Striker 
idfield/Striker 
idfield/Striker 
Goalkeeper 
riker 
Defender 
idfield 


23/05/80 
12/01/84 
20/10/78 
10/07/81 
14/03/71 
10/02/69 
04/09/81 
26/02/83 
29/03/73 
09/01/80 
10/03/81 
8/07/74 
8/07/74 
23/05/82 
14/12/83 
30/10/84 
17/11/73 
05/10/82 
08/02/82 
9/06/83 
6/06/86 
09/07/73 
09/05/72 


Leon Buhic (# 9) is a bit of an unknown quantity 
also, but has found the net this season and 
Rodrigo Vargas (# 3) always plays strongly at the 
back on the left. 


Another new face is Henry FaArodo (#18) who 
joined the club earlier this year. He has been 
coming off the bench in most games and can 
usually be found lending a hand in support of the 
attack and would love to add to his goal tally 
of two. 


As ever, expect a tough but intriguing encounter, 
as all of these matches seem to produce. If Spirit 
can produce another battling performance 
tonight, don't be surprised if all three points stay 
in Sydney. 


Northern Spirit Soccer Sports Camp 


Come to the first ever residential Northern Spirit 
Soccer Sports Camp from 6th January to 
Wednesday 8th January 2003 at the Sydney 
Academy of Sports in Narabeen 


Three days and two nights of soccer for all 
you fanatics. 


Enjoy all the great facilities of the academy. 


Twilight six a side camp, trivia night hosted by 
Alex Tobin. 


Sprint sessions, swimming sessions, and goalie 
session for all you Budding goalies. 


January Soccer Camps 


Venue 1 Jackson Road Playing Fields 
Monday 13th January - Friday 17th January 
9am-3pm 


Venue 2 CromerPark Field 2 


Monday 20th January — Friday 24th January 
9am-3pm 


m Both venues have indoor facilities 
m After camp care available till 5 pm 


Collect your brochures from the merchandise 
caravan 


Or call the camp hotline no 8904 1487 and leave 
your address to receive a brochure. 


NSL - Dirtiest League in World Football? 


Well, well, well. The National Soccer League 
reached the incredible milestone of 200 yellow 
cards having been issued after the round 10 
games last weekend. An amazing statistic when 
you consider it 


Ten rounds of football, six matches per round or, 
if pedantic, 12 matches per round if you take 
each team involved in the game separately. For 
the sake of this article, we'll take it as 60-games 
played so far as it obviously takes two teams to 
make up a match. 


Sixty-games of football spread over ten-weeks. 
214-yellow and 17-red cards to show for that 
time. Or, put another way, over 20-yellow cards 
per round and almost one red card each 
weekend. That equates, on average, to more 
than three yellow cards PER game. If that 
were the English Premier League _ it 
would amount to over 30-yellow cards each 
weekend. Extraordinary! 


Which other league in world football can boast 
such a statistic or do we simply have the dirtiest 
players going around? 


Should such a trend continue the league will 
simply fall apart as there will be no players left to 
take a part in it? With no league said players 
cannot serve their match bans. If they cannot 
serve their match bans the league is dead unless 
we play ‘the stiffs’ or call up the U12’s to perform 
at the highest level of the code in this country. 


It would mean that the NSL would produce 
somewhere in the region of over 550-yellow 
cards for the season in just 156-matches, 
excluding Finals. Add around 50-red cards to the 
equation and it appears the NSL is a world 
gone mad. 


There can be no doubt the majority of cautions 
given are the correct decision, that is a given. 
But surely someone somewhere needs to look 
at these figures and ingest what they mean, or 
appear to at face value. 


We have some young officials in the game and, 
perhaps, they are a little over officious at times 
but you can’t make an omelete without breaking 
eggs. The only way to learn ANY job is by going 
out and doing it. A piece of paper is simply that, 
it doesn’t give you the experience to go out and 
do it and for this reason we must be patient. It 


takes real bottle to get out there and blow the 
whistle. How many of you reading this would 
give it a ‘fair’ go? 

What is most disturbing is that the NSL will be 
deprived of many of the best talent left in 
Australia as caution counts rise and bans take 
Place. Sure, it gives youth an opportunity but 
many teams have adopted this policy already. 
Perhaps this is where the problem lies? 


All in all, the picture painted is that of the 
Australian NSL being by far one of the dirtiest 
leagues in the world and that simply isn’t the 
case at all. Statistics can be presented in such a 
way as to prove any point you wish to make 
and here we use them for amusement and 
interest only. 


However, you can always make up your 
own mind.....? 


Andy McDermott - Captain 


Though it was only a draw we got a fantastic result against Adelaide City Force last weekend. We 
dominated the game, though the scoreline doesn't reflect that, but we are still missing so many 
chances up front. We need to stay on top of teams and then start converting those chances. 


We have been playing really well and sooner or later that will transfer into goals. The fabled ‘luck’ 
everyone talks about still isn't quite with us but the old saying is that you make your own and | believe 
things will start going our way in the near future. 


We had a very long wait at Adelaide Airport in the sweltering heat and some of the boys started to 
reminisce about our deep sea fishing trip a few weeks ago. Such a thought provoking chat was it that 
some of the guys decided to relive the day in full and showed how they put the burley down.. | wasn't 
one of them! 


It will be good to meet up again with Adrian Cervinski tonight after he spent last season with us before 
returning to the Knights. He managed to score his first of the season in their match against Sydney 
United in Rd 10 but we hope to keep him off the scoresheet tonight of course 


Thank-you for the fantastic support this season. The boys and | have really appreciated it and look 
forward to more of the same tonight as we again take on a Top Six side as we battle our way 
up the ladder. 


Next home game to be confirmed subject 
to possible deferment 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 
V 
PARRAMATTA POWER 


FRIDAY 13TH DECEMBER - GATES OPEN AT 5.30PM 
KICK OFF AT 7.30PM 
NORTH SYDNEY OVAL 


www.northernspirit.com.au 


No one knows Australia better than Qantas. That's why 


more people choose ta fly to and around Australia with us. 
! www.qantas.com.au 


QANTAS 


